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_________________________________________________________________________________           

Experimental Medicine Division                  

Departmental Health and Safety Committee Meeting

30th April 2013
Present: Robin Sparkes (RS), Jo Hovard (JH), Jenny Middleton (JM), Damilola Apara (DA), Sharon Sanderson (SS), Julie Hamilton (JH), Joy Bull (JB), Michalis Papadakis, Dai Griffiths.
Apologies: Carolina Arancibia (CA), Andrew Thompson, Graham Ross, Jon Silk, Kate Dingle
	Minutes accepted from last meeting

	Action

	1. Outstanding items from last meeting

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) update – RS and the newly appointed laboratory technician will be trained in order to undertake departmental PAT testing of new and existing electrical items.
	RS/lab technician

	
	

	2. Safety Office Memos/Policies
M2/13 Trinity Term Training dates – RS asked all committee members to check that new starters attend all required training. Training dates are available on the University Safety Office website (University Safety Office). Training attendance records should be available from admin.

	

	
	

	3. Accident/Incident Reports
Minor incident ref 54321 – a freezer burn to the arm was sustained whilst trying to retrieve a sample from the back of a -80 freezer. Cryo-protective gloves were worn but the lab coat sleeve was not sufficient in length to cover the arm. RS is looking into longer-sleeved lab coats for individuals that require them.

	RS

	4. Risk assessments/COSHH/GMO assessments
A GMO risk assessment, raised by Tamer Rabie, is in circulation with GMO committee members and should be ready for final approval soon.

	RS/GMO committee members


	5. Laboratory Safety
RS reported that PPE compliance is very good.
There have been a few missed OHS appointments. RS reminded everyone that anyone who continues to miss their appointments after several reminders from OHS will have their lab access removed until the issue is resolved.

	End users



	6. Fire Safety
We are still waiting to hear from the Trust about Fire Safety to confirm that we will be using their policy.

	GR


	7. Other
7.1 2013 H&S Inspection – will be scheduled for the end of May.

7.2 H&S committee members – new committee members are required to replace several members that have left. RS asked current members to contact him with suggestions.
7.3 Display Screen Equipment (DSE) – RS has taken on the responsibility of maintaining compliance with the University’s Policy on DSE while Karen Clifford is on maternity leave. Any colleagues requiring an assessment or experiencing problems due to DSE set-up should contact RS.
7.4 Liquid Nitrogen Storage Incidents resulting in injuries – JH reported that two further incidents involving liquid nitrogen have occurred since the two incidents discussed in the previous committee meeting. JH also highlighted that one of the previous incidents, thought to have been due to vials being stored in the liquid phase, actually involved a vial stored in the vapour phase. JH asked that all groups review their risk assessments and procedures for retrieving samples and thawing samples from LN storage.  Deptartment does not use liquid phase; only vapour phase however it is recommended that cryovials once removed from LN, should be placed immediately in secondary packaging to contain an explosion should it occur. When thawing samples, a lidded water bath should be used and any pressure inside the vial should be released prior to thawing by loosening and then retightening the vial lid inside an MBSC. Cryovials with internal threads pose less risk of explosion than those with external threads.
7.5 Laboratory Animal Allergens – JH requested that all groups review their risk assessments for work performed by researchers in the animal facility to ensure that all appropriate control measures are in place to reduce exposure to allergens. Committee members should feedback are areas of concern at the next committee meeting.
7.6 Radiation risk assessments – JB mentioned that several new radiation risk assessments are available.
7.7 Access to JR labs and WIMM after expiration date of University Card – JB mentioned that individuals requiring access to the JR labs and WIMM after the expiration date on their University card (i.e. to finish off work after the end of their contract) must fill in the appropriate forms to ensure their activities are still covered by the University’s insurance. JB also highlighted an issue with some individuals, thought to have left the University, still accessing the WIMM. JB to send list of these people to JH.

	RS/GR
H&S Committee members

End users and supervisors

End users and supervisors

H&S Committee members

JB/JH/end users

	· Lab Management Website Link:  www.expmedndm.ox.ac.uk/lab-management 



	· Date of next meeting: 23rd July 2013
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