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_________________________________________________________________________________           

Experimental Medicine Division                  

Departmental Health and Safety Committee Meeting

6th October, 2014
Present: Robin Sparkes (RS), Graham Ross (GR), Brad Sutherland (BS), Helen Ferry (HF), Ishita Marwah (IM), Sebastian Rogatti Granados (SRG)
Apologies: Fiona Powrie, Jo Hovard, Carolina Arancibia, Andrew Thompson, Kate Dingle, Julie Hamilton, Dai Griffiths, James Chivenga, Uzi Gileadi.
	Minutes accepted from last meeting

	Action

	1. Outstanding items from last meeting

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) update – Chris has started PAT testing in 7402, We have already discovered one piece of equipment (glassware dryer) that failed the test. An engineer has been called to check and correct the issue.
H&S Inspection – GR has completed the H&S inspection for the level 5 TGU laboratories, We have yet to schedule audits for the remaining laboratories or received the report for the completed level 5 audit. GR informed the committee that JH is now on maternity leave and he is solely looking after Departmental H&S matters, and therefore forewarned us of potential delays due to workload.
LN2 – It was raised at the last meeting that due to another apparent accident / near incident, all LN2 dewers, within the department are to be fitted with trolley bases. MSD Safety would cover the cost of having the base bought and fitted. Due to the age of one of our dewers it was thought a replacement pre-fitted with a trolley base would be a better option. MSD Safety will still pay the equivalent value of having the trolley retro-fitted to the old dewer (~£1000). Since the meeting a new dewer has been purchased and we are awaiting delivery.
Chemgene – Still required to be written into the departmental disinfection policy. Chemgene will be held centrally in our stock room for request by the laboratories.
	RS/lab technician

GR
RS

	
	

	2. Safety Office Memos/Policies
S6/14  Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations
Summary of Changes
The changes to the COSHH policy primarily reflect changes to the way in which chemicals are now being classified and labelled under the Globally Harmonised System (GHS), which is being phased in over a number of years. The EU Regulation which implements these changes is already fully in force for the labelling of individual chemicals, but the next phase of implementation will commence in 2015 for chemical mixtures, with a two year transition period to take account of stocks already in the supply chain. These arrangements are highlighted in section 3 of the revised policy, section 1 of appendix 1, and in a new appendix 5.
 Appendix 5 also sets out the requirement for departments to replace any old style hazard warning labels with GHS compliant ones, to review their COSHH assessments, local documentation and protocols to ensure that additional controls are not required under the new classification system, along with the time line for ensuring that these actions are complete.
 A new section 4 refers to flammable substances or pyrophoric materials whose physicochemical properties are covered by other legislation (Dangerous Substances Explosive Atmospheres Regulations, DSEAR), but where the control measures are normally similar to those under COSHH and which, for convenience, are generally covered adequately by the University’s COSHH assessment form.
 Section 10(c) covers the requirement for the retention of health records where individuals are using certain substances such as carcinogens, mutagens and nanoparticles, and the new arrangements for using the Human Resources Information System (HRIS) to record this information.
The department will provide appropriate stickers to all groups so existing chemical containers can be harmonised with current warning pictograms. At the same time a Chemical Amnesty will be held so that old, unused or unwanted chemicals can be disposed of through the lab management office.
M11/14 Picric Acid
This Memoranda has already been circulated around the departmental groups, no one appears to be using it in the laboratories. A reminder will be circulated. 
	

	3. Accident/Incident Reports
No accidents or incidents reported.
GR noted that for no accidents or incidents reported since the last Safety Committee meeting in itself was unusual and should be questioned. Are staff reporting all accidents and incident correctly? RS will send a departmental email reminding everyone to report any accidents or incidents. GR raised the point that we should include reported accidents/incidents from the WIMM and Medawar at our Committee meeting to give a fair reflection of any such issues within Experimental Medicine.

	

	4. Risk assessments/COSHH/GMO assessments
No new Risk Assessments have been raised,
	

	5. Laboratory Safety
RS has had to remind numerous scientists to wear appropriate eye-protection whilst working in the laboratory. If it persists I will start to issue written warnings and informing their supervisor.
A number of scientists have complained about headaches whilst wearing safety glasses. RS will look into alternatives once the current stock is used. 
	RS

	6. Fire Safety
GR working with Trust Fire Officer to offer local fire safety training as Trust training is not applicable and not easily made available to University staff working in JR. Extra information has been included in the Induction package for new-starters. GR will run quarterly fire seminars which will be mandatory for all new departmental staff to attend. Existing staff should attend also.
	GR

	7. Any Other Business
New Head of Experimental Medicine.

As Professor Fiona Powrie is no longer the head of Experimental Medicine, she will no longer chair the Experimental Medicine Health and Safety committee. RS will approach Dr Chris Conlon, the new head of Experimental Medicine to replace Fiona.
	RS

	· Date of next meeting: 26th January 2015 at 11.00am. Buchan Seminar room.
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