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_________________________________________________________________________________           

Experimental Medicine Division                  

Departmental Health and Safety Committee Meeting

16th June 2014
Present: Robin Sparkes (RS), Graham Ross (GR), Brad Sutherland (BS), James Chivenga (JC), Helen Ferry (HF), Dai Griffiths (DG), Uzi Gileadi (UG). Claire Pearson (CP)
Apologies: Fiona Powrie, Jo Hovard, Carolina Arancibia, Andrew Thompson, Kate Dingle, Julie Hamilton, Ishita Marwah, Anne Hansen. Sebastian Rogatti Granados
	Minutes accepted from last meeting

	Action

	1. Outstanding items from last meeting

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) update –The SOP has been written and the lab assistant is going to incorporate into his schedule, starting with the Level 7 laboratories.
H&S Inspection – GR has completed the H&S inspection for the level 5 TGU laboratories, We have yet to schedule audits for the remaining laboratories or received the report for the completed level 5 audit. GR informed the committee that JH is now on maternity leave and he is solely looking after Departmental H&S matters, and therefore forewarned us of potential delays due to workload.
DSE – Still ongoing, but yet another change in departmental Coordinator has delayed some new starters from being contacted. We are still having problems with the software on a Departmental level.
	RS/lab technician

GR
RS

	
	

	2. Safety Office Memos/Policies
S5/14  Disposal of Biological/Clinical Waste
Minor amendments have been to the administrative side of the policy mainly in regards to a change to the University’s main waste contractor. The changes do not impact our biological/clinical waste disposal stream here at the hospital.
	

	
	

	3. Accident/Incident Reports
Minor incident ref 54323 – Small cut to finger of a BD engineer working on a flow cytometer. First aid was applied. The component on which the engineer cut his finger does not come into contact with biological material and therefore classified as safe.

	

	4. Risk assessments/COSHH/GMO assessments
Before Karen left her position as Laboratory Manager, she was in the process of reviewing the current Departmental RAs. I understand most are complete, all new RAs to be passed to RS until the new Laboratory Manager starts. KC has also updated the Laboratory Induction Manual.
	RS/End Users


	5. Laboratory Safety
PPE compliance, on-the-whole, has improved, I have not needed to reprimand anyone recently. The TGU refresher inductions, run by Claire Pearson and Jenny Middleton seems to have worked. I am not aware that laboratory access has been removed from any individual.
	RS

	6. Fire Safety
GR working with Trust Fire Officer to offer local fire safety training as Trust training is not applicable and not easily made available to University staff working in JR. KC has completed including additional information, regarding current fire safety, into the Laboratory Induction manual. We are still waiting to hear about the in-house, quarterly fire training seminars from GR. GR also stated the training is not required on an annual basis for Departmental Staff.
	GR

	7. Any Other Business
7.1 Chemgene
A brief discussion was raised on whether Chemgene (supplied by Starlab) has been validated as a suitable option to Virkon. RS will contact Andrew Thompson about whether it has had appropriate validation. KC has written a risk assessment for the use of Chemgene within Experimental Medicine Laboratories and HF and CP acknowledged that Chemgene is already in use within their areas.
7.2 Serious Accident
GR reported that a serious accident occurred within the OUH Microbiology department, causing injury and contamination. A sealed package was received containing dry ice. Unfortunately the package exploded due to pressure caused by the dry ice turning to gas and not being able to dissipate. GR has asked us to check our protocols for use of dry ice in packaging. I reassured GR that we use appropriate packaging and that I and Chris Dodd have attended the IATA training course, which gives a good overview of safe packaging requirements. GR is also going to approach the research groups to make sure they are aware of correct packaging requirements for transferring samples on dry ice.
7.3 Julie Hamilton

Julie Hamilton is now on maternity leave. GR is covering her work, in addition to his own, which means he is expecting to be stretched and give apologies in advance if he is not always accessible.
7.4 Alleged LN2 Tank accident.

It has been reported that another department’s full LN2 tank was knocked over after being moved off the transfer tugs. This type of incident has happened in the past. It was decided that all tanks were to have baseplates fitted. This was to be sourced and managed by the Safety Office. Due to unforeseen circumstances this has not happened. It was suggested that any tanks that need a baseplate fitted be evaluated and decision made on whether the Safety Office money is used towards a new tank, with factory fitted baseplate or if it is worth fitting a baseplate to an old tank. Our tank is nearly 10 years old. RS to discuss with JH.

	RS
GR

GR

GR

	· Date of next meeting: 06th October 2014 at 1100. Buchan Seminar room.
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